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Assessment at COD is a high priority in helping us to maintain a high quality learning environment for all students.  Assessment is like an on-going report card that involves all levels of institutional operations: Classroom, general education, and institution-wide.

Your role is very important in this assessment process.  Your participation allows us to get a snapshot of your own performance, without affecting your grades in this class.  In addition, you receive a printout of your own results, mailed directly to your home address.  This printout compares your results against national and local norms.  It is a ‘safe’ way for you to get an objective assessment of your academic performance.
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Assessment of Student Academic Achievement:

A continuous 

process


Using the ACT/CAAP Assessment Battery to document student learning success.

The CAAP Assessment Battery

Who takes the CAAP?

Each Fall and Spring quarter the COD Office of Research and Planning randomly selects between 30 and 40 sections of classes to participate in the CAAP assess​ments.  This class was one of the 30–40 sections randomly selected this quarter.

What is CAAP?

CAAP stands for “Collegiate Assess​ment of Academic Proficiency”, and is developed by American College Testing (ACT).  The CAAP test is a nationally standardized test used to help measure how effective COD has been in improving writing, reading, mathematics, science, and critical thinking skills for our students.




When will I take the CAAP?
The CAAP assessments are given during the 3rd and 4th weeks of Fall and Spring quarter during a portion of your class time.  All tests will take about 40 minutes.  Specific days will be randomly assigned during the two-week ‘window.’

On what will I be tested?

You will be taking ONE of six differ​ent tests: Mathematics, Science Reasoning, Essay Writing, Critical Thinking, Reading, or Writing Skills.  The specific test you take will also be randomly assigned.  You will not need to study for the test, because it is not a content-based test.  It is a test to measure some general skills you have already learned. 

Although the results of the test will not be shown to your professor, nor will they be used for grading, we want you to do the very best you can on the test.




What’s in it for me?

As a result of your participation you will receive a printout of your scores on the specific skills test you take.  Your score will be compared to national norms as well as local norms at COD.  Those scoring above national norms will receive a certificate from ACT indicating their high performance level.  This is a safe way for you to get a assessment of your academic skills without affecting your grades.

COD’s Investment:

COD is investing about $15.00 per student in fees, data processing, and scoring services.  We’re taking assess​ment seriously, and we want you to do the same.
















