Fall ’00:  Comments from PT Faculty CAT’s

What have the results led you and/or your students to discover about the learning process?

Methods and modes of delivery always changing//There must be a time commitment for the learning process to unfold//1. Students are often not active, consistent learners.  2. Students do not have the knowledge of helpful techniques such as CAT’S to help them learn more efficiently.  #.  Cat’s done in class tend to be more successful than those done as homework because work completion/study time outside of class is poor..  4.  Students seem to enjoy and benefit from collaborative learning.//Students need specific illustrations to clarify abstract concepts.  Repetition works.//Learning is complicated, longitudinal, and incremental//As adult learners, it is important that they are informed about their progress in a respectful and non-threatening way.  Student self-assessment is a great means of encouraging students to actively be involved in their learning process.  It also helps with motivating adult learners to excel in their learning.//It takes time and is developmental and may vary from student to student.//That at times even the best intentioned lesson plans and activities don’t achieve the desired outcomes/goals.//Students learn more from each other than books.  Goals are important incentives to learning//It must be adapted to each student’s strengths and adjusted to his/her weaknesses.//Teacher isn’t always correct.  Learning takes time.  Students need to reinforce learning.  Use learned principles in creative situations//Students are happy to give their opinions and to be involved in their learning process in this way, even though for most of them, it is a new concept and a difficult one to express.//They have been able to relate course content and subject to their individual lives and make a connection.//Direct Paraphrasing: Students were so engaged in “busy” note-taking and using the concepts (big picture).  After each significant concept, the students are called on to paraphrase it back.  They’ve begun thinking more conceptually and less detail encumbered.  Study Habits: We’ve spent ¾ of a class session on study skills enhancement.  I realized these college freshmen did not have the study skills necessary as a result of an inquiry exercise relative to how they were studying for my tests.  As a result of this general exercise a student was identified who cannot succeed at written tests.  Her next test will be given orally.  Student Generated Test Questions:  On the last exam, students chose the 5 short answer questions that were used on the test—much higher completion and success rate than when they were chosen for them.  This will be continued with exams 3 and 4.//That it is best to deal with complicated concepts or ideas first.//?//There’s no such thing as being too explicit with directions for assignments.//Students like to feel in control of their progress.  They learn those skills they feel will improve their grades.//That the more communication between student and teacher the better at every meeting, constantly checking for understanding or misconception.//When students taking English 103 assess their assignments, they begin to realize that work is often not complete or appropriate which leads to the development of better self-monitoring skills//1.  Clearer understanding of student priorities and goals.  2..Insight into the listening process.//I’d require 125 word journal entries to be turned in the class following the reading assignment.  This would be a crucial part of class discussion.  This would force student to 1# read and 2# participate in critical analysis gradually developing students’ important rule in thinking about content of various forms of writing.//I was surprised, I thought they would consider the work too much.  I was happily surprised that the majority felt this course a benefit.  In my own assessment, I probably put on too much work and did not jump soon enough in to essay writing.  I was disappointed myself in how my class scored on the exit essays, but I am so proud of these students for all the learning that happened on 092.  I learned so much myself; I am ever grateful for the experience.  On 091 sadly, very little happened.  The behaviors (junior high mentality) ruled.  I kept changing criteria to try and motivate students.  I was not able to accomplish this task.  There were some students who persevered, and they were wonderful, but I failed this class miserably.//They become more engaged.//Self—recent students seeming to need more guidance and structure.  Students—connections of material from one class can be and often must be made with other coursework; result provides greater understanding that learning is dynamic and reinforceable.  They also discover that testing can only reflect a measure of what is learned;  one technique’s result can be inaccurate for what is learned on a ‘deeper’ level.  ON the other hand, very basic info must be learned well.//Absorption from the textbook is greatly enhanced by application of the theory/directions.//Increased laboratory time is a real asset.  Lecture is just a spring board to being able to implement the concepts on their own.//What was clear, what concepts were absorbed, what wasn’t clear, what had not been absorbed.//There are many different ways to teach and to learn.//Students are always pleased to find how this activity forces them to focus and articulate their learning.  Writing it out serves to fix it n their mind.//1. It has simply affirmed that the student needs to be committed to their work regardless of techniques (for the most part) 2. Believe that modifying periodically keeps the process fresh for both instructor and student.//Many students are avoiding authentic learning activities in favor of mechanical exercises “for points>”//It is most important that I check that what I am sending (transmitting) is being clearly received.//Students more clearly know their strengths and weaknesses.//Since this is a remedial course, I have at times assumed (bad thing to do) that some of the skills were very elementary and didn’t require much teaching.  The CAT’s showed me I was wrong.  Students also discovered they needed to relearn concepts as a result of pretests, surveys, etc.//Some students have not had an experiential class before, so it is new to them.  At first a few will miss more visible structure, but by the end of the class they realize they haven’t crammed words or knowledge, but have learned a lot in other ways!//It needs constant revision.//Nothing new or startling i.e. time on task, variety, analysis and relating new info—all critical to learning and retention/application skills.//1.  From the feedback form on study skills, students are recognizing that the students who excel are utilizing resources they’re not just “extra smart” or gifted—learning required time, effort and access to learning tools/resources. 2.  Through weekly quizzes, I am able to constantly monitor students’ misconceptions/errors in applying rules, etc.//Self assessments are an invaluable learning tool for students speeches—allows them to fully appreciate their skills, what needs attention, and most importantly, their progress;//Did a lesson on learning styles.//They must listen and follow directions. Read on a regular basis to increase their vocabularies.  Use their dictionary to look up new words.  Review reading for comprehension.//Learning takes place before & after tests.//Rubrics have helped the students as a guideline prior to handing in an essay.//We have discovered that how we think about writing is as important as how we write.  We’ve also begun to use writing as a positive form of self-expression.//We are doing a great job on the main principles, but only fair to good on some of the details.//The results have convinced me that my students are very quick, bright, and can learn independently.//Because I encourage dialogue during lectures I have found that each class I teach approaches the assigned material in a different way, which encourages new views on standard subject.  I also seek frequent feedback on quizzes and review sheets to improve testing procedures.//Poor students list last topic as the muddiest.  Good students list rather minor points which are not always essential to topic understanding.//I have found that keeping the students aware of their grades is motivating.  The teacher feedback form confirmed my belief that students don’t ask questions in class every time they don’t understand a concept.  I now give a written homework assignment before I give them a test on the material and one of the questions is what is the “muddiest point.”//1st year English students need more hands on writing.  They need to use various genre to explore writing.  Accountability needs to be stressed.//Feedback from the students has helped me improve teaching methods.  Group activity helps students comprehend concepts that re difficult.  Group work enhances learning.//The results led us to discover the right pace and methods about the learning process.//

Please describe changes or commitments to continue previous teaching practices you have made as a result of this or past use of CATs? (Note: The results of a CAT may lead you to add to , affirm, or alter current teaching practices).

Decided to become more flexible on approaches to instruction depending upon the situation.//I plan to continue having students do as many of the 9 CAT’s as class time will permit.  These exercises help students learn valuable learning techniques, may improve retention and success, provide a means for group work, and help me to find out where I might need to change an approach/method to help students learning a method/technique/concept more accurately/efficiently.//I continue to use handouts to supplement text and verbal discussion.  I make fewer assumptions regarding what students already know.//I usually do an assessment: question/answer if I feel class is struggling.  I always see improvement by the use of an instructor test.  I vary teaching methods based on type of student learners I have.  I do ongoing evaluation through classroom observation.//Continue close reading of directions.//Student responses do affect how I may alter teaching practices.  When samples I use in examinations for paraphrasing or summarizing seem too difficult, I may change to different textbook samples for the next exam.  I will continue to use reading strategies and practice summary and paraphrase writing until they have grasped its importance for research writing.//The results have affirmed that the skills/objectives are fine but I needed to make the activities more real-life and real-time applicable.//More group conversation time—spoken language falls behind reading.  More writing practice—writing skills fall behind reading.//Teaching techniques are an on-going process of development and refinement.  Adding current technologies, helping students evaluate their abilities, and encouraging them to utilize their abilities, and encouraging them to utilize their potential to the fullest is all part of the assessment process.  How a student is assessed must also evolve based on changes in technology and social changes.//N/A//Information gathered on a teacher survey, written to understand which classroom activities and tasks were most valuable to the students, indicated that they would prefer more opportunities for public speaking.  This change has been made. Also, they preferred pair and group discussion to lecture, and they enjoyed the listening activities.  These activities will continue.//We have conducted more reaction paper/recall & summarize course content assignments//Overall, these instruments keep me mindful of my ultimate goal, which is to turn these kids on to learning and to create an atmosphere that is open and one in which students want to be in.  They know I don’t have all the answers and that this learning process is necessarily interactive.//None//?//I am constantly revising (easing)course assignments and syllabi.//Use of grading rubrics clarifies the expectations for students of the requirements for well-written essays.//Change—use more time planning with student how to make deadlines (focus on goals.)  Continue—asking student how it’s going and giving feedback on their performance.//I have always used these methods, however, I intent to use them more often.//I now require that they track the step-by-step process of completing the Eng. 103 course, and they seem to react positively after they accept that responsibility as part of achieving academic success.  (For a few, it is simply that the “tracking” helps them organize their work.)//1.  Revision of written speech assignments.  2.  Revision of speech rating sheets.  3.  Development of new handouts to supplement instruction on more difficult concepts.  4.  Revision of visual aids used in lectures.//The above mentioned as well as grading rubrics explained @ beginning of quarter.  I would clearly state how important analysis of literature contributes to any interpretation.  I would encourage students’ to explore their own “voice” i.e. style, tone and individual perspective.  I would have the students assess their own writing and their peers writing.  I would also require that they assess their own individual progress about ½ of the way through the quarter.  I have several examples which you may review.//I will continue using CATs.//Focus on syllabi changes, alerting students to importance of preparedness prior to lecture and discussions, more summation and review.  Continued use of mixture of testing techniques on course content and structured discussions.//Change—increase number of assignments utilizing the software.  Plan to implement Empty Outlines and see the result although I’m not sure most of my students understand the concept of an outline.  Even when put on the board or power point, I’m not sure it makes their notes.//Commitment to encouraging creative problem solving is enhanced.  This class seems to be a continuing refinement of examples for each concept as I note the places in the text that are stumbling blocks for students.//As a result, I incorporated needed review/will continue to use CAT to discover what/when review is needed.//I am always looking for new strategies and ways to enhance my teaching.//The across the board feedback makes it evident what worked and what didn’t  I vary or adapt the activities where learning wasn’t as strong.//Will continue to make the environment in the classroom as open and interactive as possible.//More variety of classroom activities is needed in the developmental sequence so that students see the relationship between assignments and assessment.//I will be adding more CAT’s to my classes.//1) I am using this text for the first time.  Since all the chapters contain skills crucial to college learning, may plan was to cover them all.  As a result of CATs I’ve had to slow down & won’t cover the entire textbook.  2) I have always incorporated basic phonics decoding skills in my few weeks of teaching but can see from CATs in the last few weeks that I need to cover phonics consistently throughout the quarter.//I am learning more about the theory of the stages involved in change as described in Prochaska’s Changing for Good, and I’m adding some new sections to my course on change (Women in Transition.) (This hasn’t been as a result of CAT’s).//To emphasize further approximate analogies.//I’ll be using more frequent eval techniques both for my own and student benefit.//1.  I plan to improve my process for working with students who perform poorly on the course pre-test.  2.  I plan to provide more guidance throughout the quarter on study skills and accessing resources.//Definitely will continue student self-assessment by means of videotaping and written analysis will also continue students providing written assessment of peers.  I will definitely work to learn more about CATS to incorporate into classroom learning.//As the results of class evaluations and group discussions, I have used many teaching concepts and methods to match the learning style of the students.//I am committed to continuing the Instructor feedback forms Teacher Designed (they are very helpful to me) to make sure the students and I are on the same page regarding assignments, comprehension and general understanding of the reading assignments.  I generally give them out at mid-term and towards the end of the course.//Take time out of class after test to review missed questions.//I feel satisfied with our path.  In the future, I am thinking about experimenting with rubrics.  I also want students to do more reading and I want to find a suitable CAT for their progress.//Add more in class and homework assignments that require application of detailed analysis, more hands on with details.//The results of CATs have convinced me that the CIL materials are excellent (syllabus, handouts, and textbooks)  The diagnostic essays are also excellent.//Reaffirm my belief that I never teach material the same way twice.  Continue to flexibly respond to student needs.//Results of testing usually provide better information on areas which need reinforcement and emphasis than student surveys.  The CAT’s often provide misleading data.//I’m sure CAT works wonderfully in theory, but in practice it is not very helpful as you can see by the attached comments.//I plan to elaborate on this technique next semester.  I will use the three question survey before each quiz so that I am aware of the aspects of the grammatical structure that they are having difficulties with.  This will also give shy students a chance to write out their questions.  Sometimes in class they hesitate to ask their questions, aren’t quite sure what to ask, or don’t know how to phrase their questions.  Taking this short questionnaire home to think bout may prove useful.//I have reevaluated the essay process.  I will be using fable writing, parables, and poetry exercises to replace the regular essay.  I also will use a more structured feedback on assignments.  All of these changes are as a direct result of student feedback.//After the discussion of each chapter, students were asked to summarize all of the concepts learnt in class for which credit was assigned.  This technique has motivated students to be more attentive and encouraged them to ask questions on uncertain concepts and enhanced the learning process.//The results of a CAT led me to change the syllabus and focus of teaching and the way of students’ classroom exercises.//

